
Reading 

Successful readers know how to manipulate sounds. Often times, people think if children know letter 

sounds and names and have memorized the sight words they will be successful readers.  While these are 

good strategies for the early grades, they become inadequate instantly when children are introduced to 

vocabulary such as photosynthesis, independence and denominator in the upper grades. The ability to 

manipulate sounds, called phonemic awareness and knowing the seven syllable types are the 

foundational skills children require to be life-long successful, independent readers.  

The following is a list of pre-reading skills.  When children practice and can easily perform these skills, 

they are well on the road to becoming independent readers. We practice these skills daily in class.  The 

children enjoy it. Some of these skills are on the DIBELS screeners given to every student in K-3rd grade. 

Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear, identify and manipulate units of sound. It is a 
foundational skill set critical to becoming a successful, fluent, independent reader.  



How can I help my child practice Phonemic Awareness skills? 

One of the best ways to practice all these skills is to listen to and enjoy children's music and share 



 

 

Some fantastic authors to check out include: 

Jan Brett 

Eric Carle 

Donald Crews 

Tomie de Paola 

Mem Fox 

Kevin Henkes 

Pat Hutchins 

Helen Lester 

Bill Martin 

Mercer Mayer 

Laura Numeroff 

Dr. Seuss 

Ellen Stroll Walsh 

Audrey Wood 

 

 

 


